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Toronto Homebuilding: Permits & Zoning Checklist (by Grand Design Build)
A step-by-step blank checklist for first-time homebuilders in Toronto to navigate permits, zoning, inspections, and approvals. Use this to track your progress.
1. Pre-Design: Plan & Feasibility
☐ Confirm property ownership and lot boundaries
☐ Check zoning designation & restrictions
☐ Determine height, setback, and lot coverage limits
☐ Decide on custom build or design-build approach
☐ Consult with architect, designer, or permit consultant
2. Permits & Approvals
☐ Identify all permits required (building, electrical, plumbing, HVAC)
☐ Hire licensed professional to prepare and submit permit applications
☐ Verify required supporting documents (surveys, drawings, engineering reports)
☐ Track submission dates and expected approval timelines
3. Design Compliance
☐ Ensure floor plans comply with zoning & Ontario Building Code
☐ Plan for any minor variances needed (Committee of Adjustment applications)
☐ Confirm material and structural choices are code-compliant
4. Permit Review & Response
☐ Monitor City review status
☐ Respond promptly to revision requests or deficiencies
☐ Keep all communications documented
5. Construction Phase: Inspections
☐ Footing & foundation inspection
☐ Framing inspection
☐ Plumbing & electrical rough-ins
☐ Insulation & air/vapour barrier inspection
☐ HVAC inspection
☐ Final interior & exterior inspection
6. Post-Construction
☐ Obtain final occupancy permit
☐ Collect all inspection certificates & documentation
☐ Review warranty coverage and maintenance requirements
Pro Tips
★ Start permit planning early to avoid delays
★ Use licensed professionals familiar with Toronto bylaws
★ Keep a digital folder with all City correspondence, approvals, and permits
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